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Press Release on August 24, 2023

HKPORI releases social and freedom indicators

Special Announcement

The Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (HKPORI) has already launched the free download
part of its Poll Data Enquiry System some time ago, today we officially launch the paid part as well,
where all public members can access and purchase the results of our regular surveys conducted
between May and July this year. Some are free of charge, some are paid items, and some are yet to be
released to the market. For the time being, only findings from our June survey on people’s ethnic
identity are put on sale. All published surveys conducted from May to July can be downloaded free of
charge, and findings previously put there for demonstration purpose have been removed. We will
gradually add more survey items to the platform, as well as to extend the period of coverage, in order
to give more choices to our data enquirers. HKPORI requires all data acquirers, whether they have
obtained the information for a fee or free of charge, to pledge that they will not use it for illegal
purposes, and not to transfer or resell it to any person. Please contact enquiry@pori.hk for more details.

Abstract

HKPORI successfully interviewed 1,005 Hong Kong residents by a random telephone survey
conducted by real interviewers in early August.

Our latest survey shows that, on a scale of 0 to 10, people’s ratings on the five core social indicators
ranked from the highest to the lowest are “freedom”, “stability”, “rule of law”, “prosperity” and
“democracy”. Their scores are 5.74, 5.67, 5.58, 5.42 and 4.92 respectively. All these ratings have not
changed much compared with three months ago. As for the seven non-core indicators, “social welfare
sufficiency” and “civilization” got the highest ratings, followed by ‘“corruption-free practices”,
“efficiency” and “public order”. “Equality” and “fairness” got relatively lower ratings. All non-core

indicators except “efficiency” have decreased significantly over the past six months.

As for the freedom sub-indicators, the top 2 go to freedoms of “entering or leaving Hong Kong” and

29 <¢

“religious belief”, followed by freedoms of ““academic research”, “artistic and literary creation”, “strike”
and “speech”. The next tier is formed by freedoms of “association”, “publication” and “press” while
freedom of “procession and demonstration” scored much lower than the other sub-indicators, at 3.75
marks only. Compared with half a year ago, all freedom sub-indicators except freedoms of “entering
or leaving Hong Kong”, “religious belief” and “artistic and literary creation” have decreased
significantly. Regarding the two rule of law sub-indicators, “fairness of the judicial system” got 5.42
marks, while “impartiality of the courts” got 5.38 marks. The latter has decreased significantly when

compared to half a year ago.

The effective response rate of the survey is 54.5%. The maximum sampling error of ratings is +/-0.31
at 95% confidence level.
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Contact Information

Date of survey

Survey method

Target population
Sample size!!)
Effective response rate
Sampling error!’!

Weighting method

1-10/8/2023

Random telephone survey conducted by real interviewers
Cantonese-speaking Hong Kong residents aged 18 or above
1,005 (including 504 landline and 501 mobile samples)
54.5%

Sampling error of ratings not more than +/-0.31 at 95% conf. level

Rim-weighted according to figures provided by the Census and Statistics
Department. The gender-age distribution of the Hong Kong population came
from “Mid-year population for 20227, while the educational attainment (highest
level attended) distribution and economic activity status distribution came from
“Women and Men in Hong Kong - Key Statistics (2022 Edition)”.

[1] This figure is the total sample size of the survey. Some questions may only involve a subsample, the size of which can

be found in the tables below.

[2] All error figures in this release are calculated at 95% confidence level. “95% confidence level” means that if we were
to repeat a certain survey 100 times with different random samples, we would expect 95 times having the population
parameter within the respective error margins calculated. Because of sampling errors, when quoting percentages,
journalists should refrain from reporting decimal places, whereas one decimal place can be used when quoting rating

figures.

Latest Figures

Herewith the latest figures of the five core social indicators:

Date of survey 1-9/8/22 | 2-10/11/22 ¢ 1-9/2/23 | 3-18/5/23 = 1-10/8/23 c{;zig_tTei
Sample size 509-514 | 507-516 | 516-522 | 509-513 511-514 --
Response rate 58.6% 48.9% 58.0% 52.4% 54.5% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fi’ZZZ‘f & -
Degree of freedom 5.43 5.65 6.220) 58781 15.74+/-0.26 | -0.13
Degree of stability 5.758) 5.91 6.21 57481 15.67+/-0.23 | -0.07
Compliance with the rule of law 5.748 5.200 6.145 55301 15.58+/-0.24 | +0.05
Degree of prosperity 5.5281 5.098! 5.830! 5.61 5.42+/-0.21 | -0.18
Degree of democracy 4.78 4.99 5.25 4.66%)  14.924/0.26 | +0.26

[3] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at 95%
confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the difference is
statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and different weighting
methods could have been applied in different surveys.



Herewith the latest figures of the seven non-core social indicators:

Date of survey 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 1-9/2/23 | 1-10/8/23 c'litig_tTefiz
Sample size 633-642 548-554 507-515 516-521 509-517 --
Response rate 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% 58.0% 54.5% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fi’:‘:::’;f & -
Degree of social welfare sufficiency 5.54 5.36 6.054 6.17 5.83+/-0.22 | -0.34
Degree of civilization 5.57 5.32 6.011 6314 | 5.81+/0.22 -0.50%
Degree of corruption-free practices 5.04 5.25 5.8614 6.29% 1 5.71+/-0.22 | -0.59/4
Degree of efficiency 5.14 4.561" 5.301 5944 1566+/-0.22 -0.28
Degree of public order 5.99 6.10 6.55" 6.61 5.574/-0.22 | -1.03"
Degree of equality 4.39 431 5.341 5724 15.20+/-0.23 | -0.5214
Degree of fairness 4.32 431 5.05" 54014 4.934/-0.21 | -0.46!"

[4] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at 95%
confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the difference is
statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and different weighting
methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Herewith the latest figures of the ten freedom sub-indicators:

Date of survey 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 1-9/2/23 | 1-10/8/23 Latest
change
Sample size 595-639 | 549-612 | 507-515 515-523 510-517 --
Response rate 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% 58.0% 54.5% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding F"Z;Zf & -
Degree of freedom (repeated listing) |~ 5.11 5.09 5.435 6.2281 1 5.74+/-0.26 | -0.48"!
Freedom to enter or leave Hong Kong |  6.37 5.66! 6.150! 7.4950 1 7.37+/.0.22 -0.11
Freedom of religious belief 6.83 6.94 7.308! 7.6351 | 7.34+/-0.22 | -0.29
Freedom to engage in 5.12 5.44 5.67 6375 | 5.85+/-0.26 | -0.53!
academic research
Freedom to engagein 4.95 5.29 5.36 572 |5.59+/-0.28| -0.14
artistic and literary creation
Freedom to strike 4.41 4.53 5.445 5.60 5.21+/-0.28 | -0.395!
Freedom of speech 4.51 4.57 5.208! 5.64P1 1 5.01+/-0.29 | -0.63"!
Freedom of association 4.07 4.35 4.86 54180 1 4.90+/-0.30 | -0.51"
Freedom of publication 3.976 4.23 4,975 5.18 4.74+/-0.28 | -0.44P
Freedom of press 4.13 4.34 5.195! 540  4.70+/-0.29 | -0.70"
Freedom of procession and 3.45 3.63 4.06" 45080 | 3.75+/-0.31 | -0.750
demonstration

[5] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at 95%
confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the difference is
statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and different weighting
methods could have been applied in different surveys.



Herewith the latest figures of the two rule of law sub-indicators and the rating of the Chief Justice:

Date of survey 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 1-9/2/23 | 1-10/8/23 Latest
change
Sample size 568-670 668-678 507-518 518-524 511-513 --
Response rate 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% 58.0% 54.5% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding F”:f;’;‘f & -
Compliance with the rule oflaw | 5 41 5.13 5749 | 6,149 | 5584+/-0.24 | -0.56/%
(repeated listing)
Fairness of the judicial system 4.40 4.67 5.371 5.43 5.42+/-0.24 0 -0.01
Impartiality of the courts 498! 5.03 5.68! 5.85 5.384/-0.24 | -0.46/°

[6] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at 95%
confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the difference is
statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and different weighting
methods could have been applied in different surveys.

On a scale of 0 to 10, people’s ratings on the five core social indicators ranked from the highest to the
lowest are “freedom”, “stability”, “rule of law”, “prosperity” and “democracy”. Their scores are 5.74,
5.67,5.58, 5.42 and 4.92 respectively. All these ratings have not changed much compared with three

months ago.

As for the seven non-core indicators, “social welfare sufficiency” and “civilization” got the highest
ratings with 5.83 and 5.81 marks, followed by “corruption-free practices”, “efficiency” and “public
order”, at 5.71, 5.66 and 5.57 marks respectively. “Equality” and “fairness” got relatively lower ratings,
which stand at 5.20 and 4.93 marks respectively. All non-core indicators except “efficiency” have

decreased significantly over the past six months.

As for the freedom sub-indicators, the top 2 go to freedoms of “entering or leaving Hong Kong” and
“religious belief”, with 7.37 and 7.34 marks respectively, followed by freedoms of “academic
research”, “artistic and literary creation”, “strike” and “speech”, with 5.85, 5.59, 5.21 and 5.01 marks
respectively. The next tier is formed by freedoms of “association”, “publication” and “press”, with
4.90, 4.74 and 4.70 marks respectively, while freedom of “procession and demonstration” scored much
lower than the other sub-indicators, at 3.75 marks only. Compared with half a year ago, all freedom

sub-indicators except freedoms of “entering or leaving Hong Kong”, “religious belief” and “artistic
and literary creation” have decreased significantly.

Regarding the two rule of law sub-indicators, “fairness of the judicial system” got 5.42 marks, while
“impartiality of the courts” got 5.38 marks. The latter has decreased significantly when compared to
half a year ago.

HKPORI Press Events in August

= August 1 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: Appraisal of society’s conditions and level of
concern

» August 8 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI per activeness in civil society

= August 15 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: PSI per Social Strata (Second Type)

* August 24 (Thursday) at 15:00, press conference: Social and freedom indicators

= August 29 (Tuesday) press release and figures update: Popularities of CE and SAR Government;
confidence in Hong Kong’s future
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