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Press Release on February 14, 2023

HKPORI wraps up Budget surveys under
“One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review”

Special Announcements

The predecessor of Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (HKPORI) was The Public
Opinion Programme at The University of Hong Kong (HKUPOP). “HKPORI” in this release can
refer to Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute or its predecessor HKUPOP.

HKPORI launched the “One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review” in June last year.
Seventeen survey wrap up series have been released since then. This week, we are going to wrap up
our Budget surveys.

Meanwhile, starting from the second half of 2022, we have greatly reduced the frequency of our
tracking polls and press conferences to channel our resources into civic education work. We have
already launched some new columns, such as “PORI Express”, in our website and will continue to
enrich their content, then add more services. Please visit our website for more contents and follow us
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to see extra charts and analyses.

History of Survey Series and Timing

Since 1998, HKPORI has been conducting instant surveys annually right after the Financial
Secretary delivered the Budget Speech to gauge people’s instant reaction. Apart from these instant
surveys, from 1998 to 2007, we also conducted one follow-up survey each year about one to four
weeks later to see if people’s opinions have changed. In 2008, we committed more resources and
split the follow-up survey into two. The first follow-up survey would be conducted within a few days
after the instant survey was completed, while the second follow-up survey would be conducted about
two to four weeks later, so as to collect more in-depth data. Since 2021, due to resource constraints,
we stopped conducting follow-up surveys for the Budget, but kept the instant survey. In other words,
this instant survey series has been conducted continuously for 25 years since 1998. We will continue
to run an instant survey this year. The research design will be announced later.

Data Collection and Sampling Method

From 1998 to 2017, all cases were collected by territory-wide random landline telephone surveys.
Since 2018, we started adopting different data collection modes and sampling methods in our instant
surveys, which included adding mobile numbers into the random survey sampling frame, and
sending emails to invite members of the “Hong Kong People Representative Panel” within our
“HKPOP Panel” to take part in the survey online. Since 2020, we started interviewing members of
the “Hong Kong People Representative Panel” by phone too. As for the follow-up surveys, we had
been using random telephone interviews to collect the data all along. The only change was that we
added the mobile sample since 2018 to increase the representativeness of the survey data.



Questionnaire Design

The core questions of our Budget survey are those on people’s level of satisfaction with the Budget.
The one using a 5-point scale has been used in all our instant and follow-up surveys, while the one
asking people to provide a satisfaction rating from 0 to 100 was only added to the questionnaire in
2008. In addition, the rating question for the Financial Secretary has been included in our instant
surveys since 2001 to measure the instant effect of the Budget on his popularity, while the question
on approval or disapproval of the Financial Secretary was added since 2005. Meanwhile, from 2001
to 2005, such questions on the Financial Secretaries were also added to our follow-up surveys for a
few years.

Apart from tracking people’s satisfaction towards Budget and the popularity of Financial Secretaries,
our instant and follow-up surveys also tracked people’s satisfaction with the government’s strategy in
monetary arrangement, whether they thought the tax system in Hong Kong was fair, as well as
whether the distribution of wealth in Hong Kong was reasonable. The question on strategy in
monetary arrangement was there from the very start, while the latter two were only added since 2002.
However, since 2008, our instant surveys no longer included these three questions, and they were
only asked in follow-up surveys.

In addition, our surveys also included other ad hoc questions specifically designed based on the
contents and the focus of discussion that year. For more details of our questionnaire design and
specific questions over the years, please visit the HKPORI website at:
https://hkupop.pori.hk/english/features/budget/index.html.

Weighting Method

To ensure the demographic profiles of our samples are representative of the Hong Kong population,

we started weighting our data soon after 2000 and have been modifying the weighting method since

then. At the beginning, we only weighted our data by gender-age distributions. Since 2014, we added

educational attainment into our weighting formula, and then the economic activity status since 2018.

Moreover, during the period of transition in 2018 when we introduced the mobile samples, we also

weighted the mobile sample and the panel sample according to the basic Public Sentiment Index (PSI)
figures collected in our landline sample. Since 2020, we started adjusting the data according to pre-

set ratios of different sampling frames as well for instant surveys.

People’s Net Satisfaction Rate of Budget in Instant Surveys Over the Years

People’s satisfaction figures and ratings with the Budget in instant surveys over the years are
summarized below:

Appraisal of Budget
Date of Sampl
ate o gmpl © Satisfaction -, {Dissatisfaction Net Mean Rating of
survey sizel! Half-half?!
ratel®! rate?  |satisfactionrate]  valuel®! Budget

23/2/22 819 42%3) 24%3) 27%"3! 15%" 3.15 51.85
24/2/21 731 20%!3! 18%!! 56%"! -36%") 2.2B1 36.45
26/2/20 991 46%"! 23% 27%"! 19%" 3.28 54,15
27/2/19 561 23% 26% 39% -16% 2.7 47.1
28/2/18 551 26%!3! 28% 41%"3! -14%8! 2,781 48.203
22/2/17 502 33% 30% 18% 15% 3.2 55.7
24/2/16 500 36%!" 31% 20% 17%" 3.2 57.28
25/2/15 529 45%0! 28% 18%!! 28%"! 3.38 60.28
26/2/14 695 24%3) 26%"! 45%0! -20%"! 2,781 49 80!
27/2/13 813 30%!" 37%!" 31%" -1%0! 2.9B1 53.65
1/2/12 826 38%! 33% 26%"! 12%" 3.15 57.05
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Appraisal of Budget
Date of 1
sjrs eo S;I;le% ]e Satisfaction Half-half®! Dissatisfaction Net Mean Rating of
Y rate!” rate’  isatisfactionrate]  value!® Budget

23/2/11 911 27%"! 34% 35%"! -8%"! 2.85 51.58!
24/2/10 724 47%"! 35%"! 14%"! 32%") 3.48 60.85!
25/2/09 669 30%"! 43%"! 22%"! 8%L! 3.18 54.80!
27/2/08 811 68%"! 21%"! 5%} 63%"! 3.8 70.6
28/2/07 673 62%"! 25% 9% 53%!" 3.68 -
22/2/06 577 50% 26% 19%"! 31% 3.3 -
16/3/05 544 47%"! 29% 11% 36%"! 3.4 -
10/3/04 395 37%"! 33%"! 12%"! 25% 3.38 -
5/3/03 495 20%" 23% 50%"! -30%"! 2.581 -
6/3/02 539 47%! 23% 17% 30%!" 3.38 -
7-8/3/01 263 57%"! 25%"] 13%"3! 44%! 3.58 -
8/3/00 643 70%"] 12%"3! 4% 66%" 3.981 -
3/3/99 598 46%"! 27%" 10%"3! 36%!" 3.48] -
18/2/98 638 55% 20% 7% 47% 3.6 -

[1] Respondents who did not answer this question because they had not heard of / did not have any knowledge of the
Budget have been excluded. Before March 2020, HKPORI reported weighted sub-sample size in all our tracking
survey reports. Starting from March 2020, we report raw sub-sample size instead.

[2] Collapsed from a 5-point scale. The mean value is calculated by quantifying all individual responses into 1, 2, 3,4, 5
marks according to their degree of positive level, where 1 is the lowest and 5 the highest, and then calculate the
sample mean.

[3] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review

People’s net satisfaction of Budget PORI
in instant surveys over the years (1998-2022) ~<vee-
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Our Budget instant surveys showed that, over the years, people were most satisfied with Donald
Tsang’s 2000 Budget, with a net satisfaction rate as high as positive 66 percentage points. On the
other hand, people were most dissatisfied with Paul Chan’s 2021 Budget, with a net satisfaction rate
as low as negative 37 percentage points.

Between 1998 and 2010, people’s satisfaction rates remained positive with 2003 being the only
exception. After 2010, the figures hovered between positive 20 percentage points and negative 20
percentage points, indicating people have become less satisfied with the Budgets in recent years than
in the early years after the handover.

Over the next couple days, as a wrap up of our data collected over the past 25 years, HKPORI will
publish more infographics and analyses on the Budget surveys via various social media platforms.
Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Upcoming Press Release / Press Conference (Tentative)

= [Press Release] February 21 (Tuesday) at 15:00
Appraisal of society’s current conditions

= [Press Conference] February 24 (Friday) at 15:00
Results of Budget instant survey



Appendix: Summary Table of Survey Method Over the Years

. Questionnaire design
Data collection and _ - i
sampling method Satisfaction | Popularity of Other regular
with Budget FS questions
Q Q — Q < — P B L5
25 2E 572 58| 2 22|28 sg"@g% 2 53
Year  Typeofsurvey | S5 €5 §= 55| E E=|E= 5|22 & » 22
S8 23 ~% Fg| B ~e|He &7 EEE ¥ Z%
1998- Instant v v v
2000 | Follow-up v V4 v
Instant v v v v
2001
Follow-up v v v v
Instant v v v v v v
2002
Follow-up v v v v v v
Instant v v v v v v
2003
Follow-up v v v v v v v
Instant v v v v v v
2004
Follow-up v v v v v v
Instant v v v v v v v
2005
Follow-up v v v v v v v
2006- Instant v v v v v v v
2007 Follow-up v v v v v
Instant v v v v v
2008- v v
2017 1st follow-up v v v v
2nd follow-up | V v v v v v
Instant v v v v v v v
e istfollowuwp | v VAR v o v
2nd follow-up | v v v v v v
Instant v v v v v v v v
2020 | Ist follow-up v v v v v v v
2nd follow-up | v v v v v v
2021 Instant v v v v v v v v
2022 Instant v v v v v v v v
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